MEeeT THE MASTERS

Engineering student reveals the benefits of his MBA degree
By CaitLin SLEO

Duane Whyte thoroughly enjoyed his Whyte said, “It was important to haveprogram.
time as a mechanical engineering studem-class, personal discussions” and it was As a mechanical engineer designing the
at the University of Florida. So much sowell worth the long drive to participate. newest cell phones, Whyte did not
that he was eager to return to pursue his This weekend setup for classes worketmmediately recognize the benefit of his
MBA in January of 2001, just two yearswell for the professionals in the programMBA degreeAs time passed, he realized
after receiving his bachela degree, to Whyte was quick to say that, “As anthe lessons learned permeated most
enhance his understanding of busineasndergraduate, school is your firsteverything his job entailed.
and further his education priority. Once you begin working, you “Though it didn’'t affect my title, it

Whyte represents a large number ofan't always put school first and need talefinitely made me better at my job.”
professionals in technical job fields whorespect the demands of your job.” Whyté&Vhyte cited his numerous trips fsia
return to college to earn an MBAfter also noted the willingness of UFduring his time with Motorola, where he
graduating from the UF distance-learningrofessors to work with students and thacted as the business liaison for the
program with his MBAin April 2003, he demands of their jobs if conflicts did occurcompany in this new environment, and
continued in his role as a mechanical “While | only waited two years before could negotiate more efficiently and
engineeyr and is currently employed bybeginning my masters, it in some way®ffectively.

Research in Motion. put me at a disadvantage because | did For Whyte, the perks of his MBA at UF
Whyte lived in the South Florida areanot have as much experience as many ofere not limited to football tickets. In his
during the duration of his studies at UFmy classmates and did not bring manyechnical careerhe applies the lessons
and participated in a twenty-eight monttcase studies from my own career to theearned during his time as a business
MBA program centered in Gainesville.table,” Whyte recalled. While the student to improve his own performance
While most students at UF are accustometbmpany which he was currentlyand the processes of the company he
to retreating from their classes for theemployed paid for nearly all of his tuition,works for Whyte is a prime example of the
weekend, students in this program spetwhyte recommends that students wait dtct that an MBA can enhance any number

one weekend a month in class. least five years before starting an MBA of careers, including engineeringVNT

How to handle yur textbook trauma without spending aértune

By ALEXANDRA HAMILTON

Buying books is probably one of the to wait in order to receive them. real difference between the old edition and
most stressful tasks every college student “|t takes a little bit for the books to comethe new one are the pictures,” she
must endure during their first week back in when you order them online, so | usuallgommented.
to school. If you do not have a catr  just get them used at the bookstore Some students will not buy their books
requires even more tenacity to walk all because i€ more convenient,Wilson until they deem it necessary to do so.
over campus from the Florida Book Store, explained. Many base their purchases on the
to the University of Florida Bookstore, = Sophomore John Thornton concurredifficulty level of the class and the
and to Orange & Blugextbookstotry to  with Wilson’s idea. “Amazon is a greatavailability of materials supplied by the
find the best deals before making yourresource to utilize, as well as the FloridéeacherSophomore Elizabeth Carter is a
final purchase. Book Sore of of UniversityAvenueAlso, strong supporter of this mind frame when

Books are expensive, every student carFacebook marketplace is a great way tib comes to her textbook spending.
agree on that matteBut the task must be buy and sell books.” “I only buy books if the teacher doesn’t
done, no matter which way students go Having friends who have taken theput lectures online, | do not have any
about it. For some, buying their books class before you or are taking it at thériends in the class with the book, and if |
online throughAmazon or eBay is the same time can also be an advantage if thepsolutely have to use it for homework.
solution to all of their “textbook” troubles. are willing to share their books or pas©therwise, the books stay in the store,”

“For one of my classes | ordered from them on to you once they have finisheghe explained.

Amazon because they didn't have thethe course. Sophomore Janita Truitt was This approach may not be the most
book | needed in the bookstore and it wasable to use this method to her benefit. dependable or the smartest way to go
only $7 plus shipping and handling,” “Last year | bought my books at theabout your “textbook trauma.” The books
sophomore RichVilson said. various bookstores on campus, but thigiay already be sold out of the stores by

Though the prices for books are muchyear | plan on using some of mythe time you decide you need them,
lower when purchased online, the only boyfriends old books, since we are inespecially the used ones that are sold for
downside is the amount of time you havemost of the same major classes. The onlgwer prices:WT
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Dr. Ray’s return to the Stdes

By RacHAEL ADAMS

With the troubles our nation is currentlywhich he worked over three years tdound ways to make their surroundings feel
facing abroad, many of us may knowqualify for. He chose to hold this esteemednore like home. They had Christmas parties,
someone who is representing our natioposition because he wanted to help hiwatched DVDs, and even got to watch
overseas by serving in the militatg fact, fellow soldiers and felt as though he wa§ator football games.

a highly distinguished individual from our called upon by God to do that job. One The trip back home to the United States
college was abroad ovet is a tedious one. The soldiers take a military
this past yearDr. Brian flight out of Iraq to a United States military
Ray.  After much base in Kuwait. They are then bussed to
anticipation, Dr Ray, the Kuwait Internationa\irport and flown
Assistant Dean for the out on a commercial plane to the United
WCBA and Director of the States. This process takes about three days
School of Business, hap in total, depending on the weather
returned home from hig conditions.

deployment abroad in Iraq|. For Dr. Ray it was hard to leave the

Growing up, DrRay had soldiers who still had several months left
a desire to join the militayy. to serve in Iraqg.
but could never really “It is difficult to say goodbye to those
explain ,Why H? read A welcome back party for DiRay Assistant Dean for the¢ you_ Care abput and have formed
several biographies aboUtycga and Director of the School of Business. relationships with. There are good people
heroic United States back there that | miss,” said Ray
presidents such as Roosevelt, Truman, aithaplain serves a battalion, which can However Dr. Ray is very happy to be
EisenhowerHe felt that their experiencesconsist of about four hundred to sixback. One of the most rewarding parts of
in the military helped them build charactehundred soldiers. Dr. Ray’s return was that he was back in
and assisted them in their rise to As a Chaplain, DrRay’ daily routine time to attend the WCBA Spring graduation
importance. started at about 4:30 a.m. The morningseremony Getting to shake the hands of

Dr. Ray began to pursue his militaryfrequently began with pep talks and grouphe successful School of Business
interest while attending Stetson Universityprayers.Throughout the dayDr. Ray graduates is one of the factors that
by joining the ROTC, which assisted hisvould visit the soldiers at their work placecontribute to the great love he has for his
parents in paying for the college educatiotravel around the base, and talk witlob.
of his sister and himself. He then joinedcommanders. As Benjamin Franklin said, “If you love
the National Guard. Life on the base was definitely differentwhat you do, you’ll never work a day in

Dr. Ray currently serves as a Chaplainthan in the states, but the troops ofteyour life.” -WT

Take charge of your charges

By ALEXANDRA HAMILTON

Scholarships, financial aid, parents’when they are withdrawn from your bankspending temptations are also limited if you
salaries, and savings leftover from ane’ account. Keeping a budget is relative fodo so.”
summer job, all collectively help when it every student; everyone has different Many students have different tricks they
comes to paying for the innumerablepriorities and different tricks to use to save monglike avoiding impulse
expenses the life of a college studenmmaintaining their own funds. purchases to reduce financial worries and
demands. Tuition, textbooks, school University of North Carolina even creating a financial map on paper
supplies, food, and residen@jl add up sophomoreAmandarucker believesthat  According to Dave Coopé&s College
and quickly deplete students’ bankbudget maintenance should depend dBtudent Budget Basidd/eb site, students
accounts, even before one sees the middtee atmosphere of orseuniversity and should “list your expenses from the past
of September how the campus is set up. month. Prioritize them, crossing out the

College students must maintain frugal “You have to drive in order to get tononessentials, like that heavy metal band’
spending habits even after their financiaktores at UNC, so gas and the money yd@D you really don’t need. Use this list to
aid is dispersed. Though one feels like &pend on gas can become a burdemmeate a predicted expense checklist,
millionaire, the “deferred” textbook quickly. Limit how much you use your carincluding estimated amounts, due dates for
payments tend to be a sudden surpriseot only because of gas, but because SEE CHARGES, Page 7
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