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Public Utility Economics: International Infrastructure
and how you can get involved

BY ALEXANDRA HAMILTON

With the innumerable problems that face
our world today, it is overwhelming to
wonder where to even begin in
approaching the large-scale issues our
society copes with. Telecommunication
c o n c e r n s
facing Trinidad
and Tobago in
South Africa or
transportation
inefficiencies
for the citizens
of Tanzania are
just a couple of
the problems
we struggle to
improve.

You may be
thinking, there
is no way I can
do anything to
help these
p r o b l e m s
because I am
just a broke college student who lives
thousands of miles away. However, with
the expertise and distinguished teachings
of Dr. Sanford Berg, economics professor
and a Florida Public Utilities professor, and
Maria Luisa Corton, you can become
the new leader of a wide-spread
research project that could aid millions.

The Public Utilities Research Center
(PURC) and the World Bank have
worked in collaboration to create the
International Training Program on
Utility Regulation and Strategy. This
is an intensive, two-week course
designed to enhance the economic,
technical, and policy skills required to
design and manage sustainable
regulatory systems for infrastructure
sectors. During the two weeks, you
partake in more than 50 sessions
including case studies, practical
exercises, and panel discussions with
leading experts and international faculty.

Service to the poor, cost analysis,
environmental impacts, and market
structure and competition are just a couple

of the subjects students have touched
while conducting their research. In May,
teams sent reports to agencies in Algeria,
Barbados, Costa Rica, West Africa, South
Africa and a handful of other countries

desperately in
need of the
knowledge our
business students
and economics
majors have to
offer.

Regulators and
credible leaders of
these countries
are extremely
thankful for the
efforts put forth by
past classes in the
program.

“We are really
impressed with
the depth of
review and

research,” said Mahama Kappiah, head
of the energy division in West Africa. “We
find this report very useful and will
circulate it among stakeholders, including
some national regulators.”

Dr. Marsha Atherley-Ikechi, the utility
analyst for the Barbados FTC, said “I
applaud your students for the time and
effort that went into this document and

encourage you to continue this student
consulting program.”

The success generated has proven to be
mutual for both the students and their
researched countries’ leaders. The
incredible knowledge and experience
gained by each individual involved was
more than any of the students imagined.
The program has proved to be extremely
beneficial to them in determining their future
studies and goals.

After completing the program and
finalizing her efforts in aiding transportation
methods in Tanzania, Tangeia Lang
evaluated her experience.

“My ideas of policy issues were changed.
There are more issues and concepts than I
had realized that must be taken into account
for decision-making,” Lang said.

Kelly Bousquet was a member of the
Barbados Wind Project that she and her
other team members conducted.

“What impressed me was how they
looked at me, a mere UF student from my
perspective, as someone who could aid
them in their national mission,” Bousquet
said. “The atmosphere was incredibly
positive as well as friendly. In the session I
attended, the policy approaches being

taught were valued by participants.”



Make your spring break a Florida Alternative Break
BY PATRICIA HOYOS

MEET THE ASPIRING MASTERS
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For most college students, spring break
is a time to go to the beach and party.
Spring break, however, can be so much
more than that. Many students each year
choose to have an alternative spring break
by dedicating their time to helping others.

Florida Alternative Breaks (FAB) allows
students at UF to become involved in their
communities. This student-run, service
organization works to promote social
changes by taking service trips
throughout the United States and other
countries around the world during the
summer, spring, and winter breaks.

Participants directly work with
different volunteer organizations
related to social issues such as global
warming, disaster relief, and education,
among others. When applying,
students are given the opportunity to
provide their top three choices so that
they can be assigned to a cause they
support.

“Students join FAB mainly when an
issue stands out to them, and they are
really interested in helping, or they are
curious about an issue and want to learn
more,” said Sneha Patel, public relations
chair for FAB.

Once participants are assigned to one
of the 14 groups, they attend meetings to

What do you do when $10,000 falls into
your hands? Prepare yourself for the
ultimate spring break on a beach that
boasts water as clear as your empty
margarita glass or choose to do what old
people do and invest it? Investing your
money might not seem like the most
exciting path to take, but with the right
moves it could provide as much enjoyment
as a new Apple iPhone or an Armani suit;
however, those purchases will not grow
with time.  Acting with such discipline can
be very difficult for college students as
we live in the “here and now.”

Many times, financial advisors suggest
that investments be made with no less than
a 10-year holding period in mind, and we
ask ourselves, “Are you kidding, or just
plain nuts?” To a 20-year-old student, 10
years seems like a lifetime. Adjusting our
perception is integral, we must look to the
future to comprehend how 10 years is only
a fraction of our future existence. Having
decided to invest our money, what are our
options? We could put it in the bank and

earn three to four percent interest, but
come on; we are choosing the
conservative method of investing our
money, why not choose one that gives us
some discretion, namely, the stock market.
There are alternatives for discretionary
investing; we could invest in the bond or
commodities markets, and in mutual funds,
but for now, let’s consider investing in the
stock market.

What are the advantages and
disadvantages in stock market
investment? Given the market’s current
volatile behavior, its performance is less
predictable than Britney Spears’ next
career move. With the subprime loan mess
still rearing its ugly head, tightening credit
issues worrying investors, and the Federal
Reserve Chairman, Ben Bernanke’s
sobering remarks regarding the state of
the economy, the markets are in a
precarious state with high volatility. The
current economic uncertainty only
substantiates the point that at this novice
stage of investing, we must not use money

that is essential to our sustenance, so leave
the grocery and rent money in their place.

Let us assume the market is relatively
stable and 100+ point swings is not a daily
occurrence. There are options for the
novice investor, mainly online discount
brokerages. Online brokerages like
E*Trade, Scottrade, and Gorilla Trades are
affordable brokerages that require minimal
commission and provide analytical
research to assist you in trading stocks
and serve as platforms to build expertise
with investing. You have the option to
invest in stocks, mutual funds, exchange
traded funds, and/or bonds. You can place
different kinds of trades such as put and
call options, and set limits to buy and sell
shares; however, these options are for the
more experienced investor. Another
feature to these brokerages is the option
to conduct online banking and receive
relatively good returns on money invested
in their various accounts. Retirement

SEE INVESTING, Page 4

Learning to invest now pays dividends for the future
BY ADAM FRIEDMAN

Most business students learn about
marketing in college. You learn about
marketing all different kinds of products
and services but there is one important
product that is often neglected – yourself.
Marketing yourself properly is an integral
part of a successful job search, increasing
your chances of landing the job you want
and even affecting the money you will
make. It’s fairly simple to put together a
marketing plan for yourself, but you have
to start early in your educational career.
For the purposes of this article we will
focus on how to turn yourself into a
marketable product—let’s consider this
the product development phase.

One of the most basic choices you make
in college is what classes to register for
each semester. Take courses that have
some value—even if they are not
required. Now that may sound extreme,
but hear me out. Many students have the
attitude that if they have a business
degree then that is all that matters—
whether they do the minimum amount of
work or not it’s still the same degree. But
have you looked around lately? There are
a whole lot of other students in the
business school. Don’t you want to find
a way to stand out from that crowd?
While many employers may never ask for
a copy of your transcript, some certainly
will. And wouldn’t you rather they see
International Business Law listed there
instead of Weightlifting? That doesn’t
mean you can’t take any fun classes too,
but taking on some additional business-
oriented electives can give you a leg up
over competition, or at the least an
additional talking point in interviews. And

you may even find a new subject that you
actually like.

Besides developing a good transcript
and a strong GPA, there are a few other
areas where you can gain a competitive
advantage. I think the most important one
is work experience. This could be a paid
full-time work experience or internships,
and either is extremely valuable. Depending
on your degree area, full-time work
experience may be an expectation, such as
with MBA graduates. But even if it’s not
expected it sure is a bonus. Internships are
fantastic ways to gain experience, and while
they are gaining in popularity they are still
overlooked by too many students. An
employer sees value in internships for
many reasons. It shows that you are
coming in with at least some knowledge of
the type of job you are taking, meaning
you may require less training and are
considerably less likely to turn over.

On that note, the internship gives you
an opportunity to see if you actually like
the job you are training for, while there is
still time to make a change in your
educational plans. My internships helped
me to learn about what I didn’t like doing,
just as much as they helped me learn what
I did like. Many employers essentially treat
internships as extended job interviews. If
you do well, there is a good chance they
will make you a full-time offer. And this is
great for both of you! The employer gets
an employee that they already know is a
high performer, and you get an opportunity
to see if you actually like the job before
you commit to it.

Get involved on campus or in the
community. I know we have all heard that

advice many times by now, but that’s
because it’s good advice. However, there
is one caveat to this that is worth
mentioning. Too many students join
organizations and take on positions just to
fill up their resumes. They end up with a
laundry list of “leadership roles” but did
not get any value from the experience. If
you take on positions just to fill your
resume, you will never put in the effort
needed to be successful and the results
you have to show will be mediocre at best.
Instead, choose just a few organizations
that you truly enjoy working with and put
some passion into it! Employers love to
see students who have demonstrated
leadership abilities and can cite solid
results. It also gives you an opportunity to
showcase skills that are otherwise hard to
demonstrate without a long work history,
such as supervisory and management
skills.

And my final tip about marketing
yourself: Network everywhere you go.
Everyone you meet is a potential lead. That
includes your professors and even that
hung-over guy sitting next to you in
Accounting. You never know where people
will end up in a few years or what contacts
they may have that could help you down
the line. Most professors have extensive
contacts in their field of interest and many
are willing to help if you just ask. I’ve found
that they are even happier to help if you
actually go to their class occasionally. So
meet people, talk to people, get their contact
information, and stay in touch. Moreover,
be willing to help others out when they
need it as well—that is just part of the deal.

-WT

Marketing yourself
BY NICOLE MINOTTI

INVESTING, from Page 5
planning and assistance with major
financial decisions are additional
features of these brokerages.

How ever you plan to invest your
money, it is important to be responsible
and do your research. Do not use money
that is essential to your well-being. Your

research might include readily available
resources such as how-to investment
books, watching Mad Money while Jim
Cramer screams about his hottest stock
picks, or you could use the numerous
websites devoted to young investors such
as youngmoney.com.

As college students, we invest in our

become educated about the issues. By
having a complete understanding of the
problem they are going to be working
with, students are able to become more
passionate about the services they
provide. The knowledge and experience
gained from service trips encourages
participants to continue assisting their

communities.
FAB was established after Hurricane

Andrew hit South Florida. Since then,
the program has expanded, grabbing the
attention of many who are interested in
making a difference.

Applications for the spring break trips
are accepted on a rolling admission.
Students interested in participating can
contact the Center for Leadership and
Service in the Dean of Students Office
located in Peabody Hall for more
information.  -WT

future by attending college to build the
necessary foundation to succeed in our
chosen career; it only stands to reason
that we consider investing in our financial
future. Money that might be spent on
Apple iPhones or the ultimate spring
break could be smartly invested and
provide for a stable financial future.  -WT

Florida Alternative Breaks participants combine
knowledge and service to encourage social change in
local and international communities.


